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Analysis of “Sweat” By Zora Neale Hurston
Introduction
Sweat was one of the best projects done by Hurston, which talks of a black couple who live a two-sided way of life. In her work, Delia, the main character, shows meekness and a lot of hard work in her duties while her husband Sykes is mischievous and shows a lot of laziness (Wall, Hurston and Abrahams n.p). The main argument of the story is that life can be a battle which has two consistent sides; good and evil. For instance, in situations where there is someone innocent, there must be an offender or someone guilty of a particular instance. In every obedience act, there is always mischief or reckless conduct and for every act of righteous behaviour, there is always a sinful or wicked act. This is confirmed by the two-sided nature of all situations of Delia and Sykes marriage. They act as symbols of good and evil (Roberson). Throughout the plot, the two have contrasts in terms of their characters, such as hard-work and laziness, resilience and reliability.
Characters
Delia Jones
Delia is the main character of the short story “Sweat”. She is a black middle-aged woman who shows her hardworking abilities and compassion to improve her living standards by doing laundry jobs for other people. She always keeps herself busy irrespective of the difficult entanglements in her marriage. Delia is a peaceful woman. By accepting to live with abusive and irresponsible husband Sykes, Delia is always happy to live in her little home which she had got from her hard work. She is a Christian and this is shown by the moment she hummers softly a song in a mourning key, a song that she used to sing in her church. She attends the church often to obtain consolation resulting from her unhealthy relationship. She is a fearful woman and this is evidently shown during the time when her husband Sykes came with a snake to torture her (Hurston and Wall).
Sykes Jones
Sykes is also a main character in the story by the name “Sweat”. He is an irresponsible man with lots of abuse to his wife. He is an antagonist. By playing bad tricks on Delia and bringing a snake to his wife to torment her shows that he is negative about his wife. Sykes is also remorseful and this is shown in the situation where he started saying that he has done the best he could and God knows it’s his fault if something wrong happens. He is a stereotypic kind of a husband and this is shown by his emotional and physical abuse to his wife, Delia. In addition, he gets into an affair with another woman showing that he is unfaithful (Hurston and Wall).
Themes
Hard Work and Suffering
At the beginning of the story, Delia is seen sorting her laundry past the usual bedtime, whereby she always did that on Sundays. This creates an impression that Delia is a hardworking lady despite working on Sabbath days and the bulk of her chores. Sykes continues abusing Delia evincing a sign of a frustrated attitude towards Delia’s work. Delia relies on herself for food provision and paying of the house rent and other extra supplies “Ah been married to you fur fifteen years. Sweat, sweat, sweat! Work and sweat, cry and sweat, pray and sweat”. Sykes oppressed his wife to a point where she threatens to take him to the police “Fifteen years of misery and suppression had brought Delia to the place where she would hope anything that looked towards a way over or through her wall of inhibitions”.
Reliability and Resilience
In the story, Delia shows a lot of reliability when she becomes dependable to herself. Despite her husband abandoning his duties as a husband, Delia tirelessly endeavours for a better lifestyle. At no time did Delia was unable to hit her obligations through her hard work and perseverance. She is said to have survived many years of which ordinary wives such as Delia would not. “Hot or col`, rain or shine, jes ez reg`lar ez de weeks roll roun` Delia carries `em an` fetches `em on sat`day”. An act of resilience is portrayed when Sykes brings a snake at home and marrying another wife so as to intimidate Delia, but Delia remains strong though fearful; she is defiant and did not stop taking her duties “there lay a snake in the basket”. (“What Is the Theme Of “Sweat” By Zora N. Hurston?”).
The Use of Dialogue
The dialogue used in the story is a broken English used by the couple in the story. The use of dialogue or dialect is to bring to reality the events that happen. The author used the local dialogue to help the story to have some originality and seem real. It makes the main characters to be credible in real-life situations. Dialogue has distinct features of grammar, terms and the way words are pronounced. It enables the characters not to be constrained and have a wide range of ideas when communicating. It assists in easy knowledge of the characters through their personal expression, for instance, a dialogue between Sykes and Delia “look in de box dere Delia, Ah done  brung yuh something”… “Syke! Syke, mah Gawd! You take dat rattlesnake `way from heah! You gottuh. Oh, Jesus, have mussy!”
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